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July 26, 2017
Dear Parks Board Staff and Parks Commissioners,
We are writing this letter to express our sadness in hearing, after a recent visit
by a group of Wild Minds youth to Trillium North Park and visit with Sharon
Kallis (Trillium North artist in resident), that some natural areas within this park
will be cleared and replaced with common lawn due to some community
concerns over the current condition of these natural areas.
In response, we would like to state our very strong desire to see this park
retain these natural (wild) areas as much as possible given their significant
benefits.
The Wild Minds Summer Youth Program is a partnership between the
Grandview Woodland Food Connection, the Environmental Youth Alliance,
and Evergreen BC Foundation to provide environmental, food growing,
and sustainability education to youth in our communities. Now in its second
year, Wild Minds has grown out of decades of combined work by these
organizations to support youth leadership in the area of environmental
sustainability.
Wild Minds is currently engaging 13 youth from East Vancouver primarily at
the Strathcona and Cottonwood Community Gardens. Our work is focused on
deepening youth’s understanding of the natural world and the importance of
this in the urban setting where nature is most often paved over and artificailly
landscaped. We also know that natural, ecologically rich environments
provide a wide range of environmental and social benefits including, but
not limited to creating opportunities to support species biodiversity, nesting
and other habitat for animal critters, pollinator habitat that supports food
production and food security, bio-remediation of soils, climate change
mitigation by capturing carbon, clean air, opportunities to grow culturally
significant plants for foods, medicines and other cultural uses, horticultural
and related learning opportunities as we are doing with our youth, inspiration,
wild beauty, relaxation, stress relief, and nature connection.
As part of our program, we brought the youth to Trillium North Park to
work with Sharon Kallis who gave us a wonderful tour of the park and the
meadow areas where we learned to harvest Tansy for dyes, St. John’s Wort
for medicine, and Oregon Grape for food and tea. Sharon also showed us

how to make rope from plants. This was such an informative and interesting
learning opportunity for the youth who were fascinated by the many uses of
the plants but also impressed by the beautiful natural area situated within an
industrialized inner city area and further juxtaposed to the artificial turf of the
soccer field next door.
Furthermore, a few more important observations made speak to the
importance of these natural meadow areas. Imagine how many more benefits
we could discover in such spaces.
• A pair of white-crowned sparrows with a parent feeding a flightless
fledgling who was hiding in the brush. They are an omnivorous species
that help their human neighbours with pest control and seed dispersal
• The huge swathe of Queen Anne’s lace was BUZZING with pollinator
activity. Many flower flies, wasps, at least 2 species of native bumblebees
(one was a queen), and some solitary mining bees were observed. All
of these would likely be nesting within the habitat, or in close proximity;
habitat “islands” like these are crucial for their conservation in urban
landscapes.
• Fruiting lupines (a favourite of bumblebees) and wild rose. Both of these
native plants are favourites of native bees... There are at least several
species of small solitary bees that have specialist relationships with
wild roses. If roses are eliminated from the area, such species would be
extirpated too.
In the time we spent at Trillium North (as is also the case at Strathcona and
Cottonwood Gardens), the youth truly blossomed. The youth expressed
increased curiosity, interest, and happiness as they explored nature. For
many of our youth, connecting with nature is rarely done, making any such
opportunity very important. In fact, a number of our youth have told us that
if they were not in Wild Minds, they would be at home playing video games.
Additionally, most of the youth we work with are at-risk (culturally deprived),
also low income, and/or newcomers, with less opportunity to vacation and
get out of the city into the wilderness. For this reason, natural spaces such as
what these gardens and parks have to offer and near where the youth live are
additional benefits.
We feel that further loss of such a beautiful area and opportunities to connect
with nature goes against all that we know about the benefits that nature
brings us, cities, and the natural world, including the very important life

learning opportunities as Trillium North and the work that Sharon Kalis provides.
For all these reasons, we urge you to reconsider mowing the pollinator meadows
at Trillium North, reverting to the standard of manicured grass and landscaped
gardens. Let the sometimes messy but far more socially and ecologically valuable
naturalized areas remain natural.
For more information about Wild Minds, please feel free to contact Ian Marcuse
at 604-718-5895 or Jess Henry at 607-401-3323.
Thank you very much for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Ian Marcuse, Grandview Woodland Food Connection
Jess Henry, Environmental Youth Alliance
Marika van Reeuwyk, Environmental Youth Alliance
Emily Keller, Environmental Youth Alliance
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